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SUBJECT: ARMY DAY-PLA LEADERSHIP IN PLACE 

1. EMPHASIZING THAT CENTRAL MILITARY LEADERSHIP IS NOW FULLY 
INTACT FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE LIN PIAO'S FALL FOUR YEARS AGO, 

THE JULY 31 ARMY DAY RECEPTION IN PEKING TURNED THE SPOTLIGHT 
ON THE PLA'S RESTORATION TO A RESPECTED PLACE IN CENTER POLITICS. 
PEKING SEEMED TO WANT TO PLAY UP THIS ROLE AND KEPT THE EVENT 
ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY IN A MILITARY CASTING WITH THE TURNOUT LED 
BY YEH CHIEN-YING, THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE, AND WITH TENG HSIAN- 
PING, PLA CHIEF OF STAFF, AND CHANG CHU-CHIAO, DIRECTOR OF 
THE GENERAL POLITCAL DEPARTMENT ( GPD) HIS CLOSE SECONDS. 
ALTHOUGH, SIMILAR TO THE LAST TWO YEARS, THERE WAS NO EDITORIAL 
YEH CHIEN-YING, IN HIS TOAST AT THE RECEPTION GAVE FUTHER POINT 
TO THE PLA'S RETURN TO GRACE BY EMPASIZING THE ARMY'S ROLE IN 
CURRENT POLITICS AS "THE PILLAR OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE 
PROLETARIAT". 
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2. IN ADDITION TO STRICTLY CIVILIAN LEADERS WHO WERE NOT PRESENT 
THIS YEAR, PREMIER CHOU WAS ALSO ABSENT. ALTHOUGH HE PLAYED A 
PROMINENT ROLE IN THE FOUNDING OF THE PLA, CHOU PROBABLY 
STAYED AWAY TO FURTHER EMPHASIZE THE MILITARY'S CURRENT POSITION, 
ALTHOUGH HIS HEALTH MAY HAVE BEEN A FACTOR. 

NPC CHAIRMAN CHU TEH'S NON-ATTENDANCE MAY HAVE BEEN THE RESULT 
OF HEALTH PROBLEMS OR AGAIN A DESIRE TO KEEP THE FOCUS ON THOSE 
LEADERS WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ROLES. 

3. OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OCCASION INCLUDED THE REHABILITATION 
OF FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF LO JIU-CHING, THE FIRST MAJOR FIGURE 
PURGED IN THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION FOR, AMONG OTHER THINGS 
WANTING A LARGER SLICE OF THE BUDGET FOR THE PLA AND MORE EMPHASIS 
ON MILITARY TRAINING.FORMER GPD DIRECTOR HSIAO HUA, A REHABILITEE 
LAST YEAR, WAS LISTED AMONG THE PLA JOB HOLDERS AND PRESUMABLY 
HAS A POLITICAL COMMISSAR POSITION WITH THE ACADEMY OF MILITARY 
SCIENCE. IN KEEPING WITH THE "RETURN TO THE BARRACKS" POLICY, 

YANG CHIEH, ONE OF TWO FORMER MINISTERS WHO ARE PLA MEN AND 
REPLACED AT THE NATIONAL PEOPLE S CONGRESS, IS LISTED AS A 
LEADING MEMBER OF THE PLA. MEANWHILE IN THE ONLY REPORTED 
PROVINCIAL ACTIVITY SO FAR, WANG HUNG- WEN APPEARED IN SHANGHAI 
AND WAS IDENTIFIED PUBLICLY FOR THE FIRST TIME AS A VICE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY COMMISSION. 
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